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Attac's International Activities 
1. Presentation - Seattle marks an important turn 


Seattle marks a break, and today the civil society 
movements that mobilized for this occasion are 
confronted with another set of challenges and 
responsibilities. 


Since the creation of ATTAC, we have always put 
the accent on the emergence of struggle and 
action coordinated on an international level. This 
action has taken place in different regions 
(consider the European marches, the strong desire 
for action by the ETUC) and even on a worldwide 
level (campaign for the elimination of the debt, 
Jubilee 2000, mobilization against the AMI, etc.). 


The effects of the new liberalism and globalization 
are at the heart of the situation; the social effects 
can be witnessed in the increase in global 
inequalities, increase in unemployment, and 
increase in poverty. On a global scale, there are 
also major environmental and political effects. It 
seems as if we are being deprived of democracy, 
as at every level, we are deprived of adequate 
choice and deprived of the chance to be heard. 
The emergence of coordinated struggle can also 
be explained by the- re-organization of 
international institutions; actions are organized 
against new continental institutions (the EU, 
NAFTA, etc.) and institutions which have growing 
international power (G7, IMF, WTO). 


This new dimension of an active international civil 
society continues to develop as market-liberalism 
continues to gain ground and what we call the 
"worker's movement" remains very weak. This is 
what is complicated after Seattle. 


The failure of the WTO meeting in Seattle is due to 
several factors, first of which is the competition 
between the European Union and the United 
States and North/South divisions. The role of the 
protest movement did play an important role, and 
was widely recognized by the press, such that this 
movement is now considered a determining factor 
for the failure of the Seattle conference. 


This valorization of the protest movement has 
many obvious advantages, but also bears with it 
the responsibility to answer to new demands. 


2. A confirmation 


One of our difficulties that we have been aware of 
from the start comes from the variety of different 
angles from which to approach the fight against 
globalization. For many countries in the South 
and certain Northern European nations, the 
struggle is concentrated around the debt (consider 
the demonstrations planned for Jubilee 2000 in 
Birmingham in 1998 and in Cologne 1999). For 
others the struggle is against the IMF and the 
lending programs to which these countries are 
victims. 


The mobilization in Seattle confirms the fact that 
the struggle is largely diversified. If the effects of 
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Seattle are international, the mobilization itself 
only concerns a handful of countries: the US, 
Canada, France, Switzerland, and on a smaller 
scale Spain, South Korea and Belgium. At the 
time of the mobilization around Seattle, important 
mobilization around the theme of globalization and 
market liberalism took place in Latin America, in 
the Philippines and in other parts of the world, but 
was not necessarily limited to a campaign against 
the WTO. This is good news for a multi-themed 
approach, but also an added difficulty in the 
organization of truly international mobilization. 


3. Problems of direction 


Problems of direction existed before Seattle but 
Seattle demonstrated the need to articulate a 
united stance on several pertinent issues. 


For ATTAC, the of important questions are as 
follow: 

- The Tobin tax and the fight against financial 
speculation: feasibility, necessary international 
resources needed to put the tax into place, 
distribution and use of the funds collected from 
the tax. 

- The debt/ total or partial cancellation of the 
debt, the implementation of controls which would 
prevent the accumulation of debt from becoming a 
financial source for dictators and corrupt regimes; 
and in the long term, the problem posed by all 
public debt. 

- International institutions - if we all agree on the 
critiques of these institutions, we must also think 
of some remedies. 

- The need to respect fundamental rights. This 
question gains importance as conflicts and as the 
"international conscience" confronts the social, 
environmental and democratic problems raised by 
market liberalism. 


4. Important dates on the calendar 


Before entering the details of our goals and 
objectives for 2000, it is useful to highlight some 
of the important events on the calendar of various 
international institutions. On the national and 
international scale, these events will be important 
times to organize eventual mobilization 


- Davos; end of January, World Economic Forum 

- Bangkok, mid - February, General Assembly of 
the United Nations Conference on Trade and 
Development 

- Washington, mid-April, IMF meeting, counter- 
rally organized by the American network of NGOs 
called "50 Years is Enough" 


- Geneva, mid-June, United Nations conference, 
Copenhagen + 5. This is a follow up conference 
organized to discuss questions of _ social 
development. 

- Okinawa, Japan, end of July, G-7 

- Nice, 6 and 7 December, European Union 
Summit 


5. Objectives for the year 2000 


The year 2000 will allow us to take into 
consideration the advances made in the last two 
years and to reflect on our new responsibilities 
after the success of the Seattle mobilization. 
Practically speaking, this suggests the following: 
participating in the creation of common 
international expression of the forces gathered in 
Seattle and developing campaigns of action on the 
following themes (articulated at the international 
conference in June) - financial speculation, the 
debt, IMF programs, International Free Trade 
agreements, etc.; 


The creation of a common international expression 
is the most pressing demand, but also the most 
complicated. The complications arise from three 
different areas: 

- The large diversity of concerned forces, 
organizational differences, differences in militancy, 
differences in directions. This diversity is seen in 
the unions, NGOs, associations, and militants and 
other radicals working as lobbies. 

- Problems of direction, as mentioned above, and 
related to question of diversity 

- Strategic choices. A quick analysis will allow us 
to recognize three options 

- Construct an international ant-capitalist current 
in opposition to the system in place. This is the 
choice of People's Global Action. 

- Focus on putting pressure on_ international 
institutions. This is what several NGOs are doing 
who are currently in dialogue with the World Bank, 
and those who are susceptible to the siren call of 
"democratization" of the WTO. 

- Lastly, the option adopted by ATTAC, privilege 
the construction of relations of force - on the 
national and international level - and which takes 
into account a clear plan of action and the desire 
to enlarge this plan. 


The above classification clarifies the available 
options, and offers equilibrium of opinion. It will 
be up to us to manage the tensions between those 
who are more radical and those who work in the 
institutional framework. The important point is to 
be sure to keep the movement open, and not to 
succumb to sectarianism. We must keep the 
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debate open between those who organize around 
specific themes and those who prefer a larger, 
wide-reaching international action. 


For example, on the question of international 
institutions, it should be possible to reach a 
consensus of opinion, through common action and 
mobilization among those who call for reform of 
the WTO and those who call for the suppression of 
the WTO, however far apart their original positions 
may seem. 


Practically speaking, in order to organize an 
international encounter that would allow for the 
common expression of NGOS, associations and 
unions, after Seattle, we must closely follow the 
events and agendas of the large institutions. The 
heterogeneity of forces to gather is too large for 
anyone one partner to have the authority to make 
an international call to action. This difficulty 
would not exist had there been an international 
strategic meeting at Seattle and the creation of an 
international plan of action. However, this was 
not the case. Thus, we must attempt to organize 
such a meeting at the next possible occasion. 


In the year 2000, the occasion that presents itself 
as a key moment for such action is the conference 
in Geneva in June. The advantages of Geneva are 
numerous. The date is six months after Seattle, a 
reasonable maturation period. Geneva, located in 
the center of Europe, is a practical place to 
assemble large groups of people and lastly, the 
large institutional presence, with the International 
Labor Office (thus, unions) and of course the 
headquarters of the World Trade Organization on 
site, allows us to clearly oppose our opposition 
and their symbols. 


To prepare for Geneva other moments will be 
helpful as well. First, in Bangkok, in February, 
there is the general assembly of the UNCTAD. 
Unlike Seattle, the present forces will hold several 
strategic meetings. (Focus of Global South, an 
association that ATTAC has been working with for 
one year, is organizing these meetings). Many of 
our international partners will be participating in 
this event - Via Campesina, MST from Brazil, 
Jubilee South (the South African group) and all 
the Asian forces. 

We will use this opportunity to launch a call to 
action for Geneva and work on a common 
international plan of action. Following Bangkok, 
there is also the rally in Washington in April or 
other moments such as the Water Summit in The 
Hague in March. 


If the calendar lends itself to action, we must 
know exactly what we will do! This brings us back 
to questions asked above, which still need to be 
reflected on. We at ATTAC will reflect on these 
questions on our own, but will also work in close 
contact with our _ international partners to 
formulate an international plan of action. 


Christophe Aguiton attacint@attac.org 





Bangkok Appeal to the people of the 
world 


The events of Seattle have changed the balance of 
forces between the social movements opposed to 
globalization and the G7 leaders, governments, 
corporations and global economic institutions, 
including the IMF, World Bank and WTO, that 
drive the globalisation project. 


Seattle gave expression to the growing 
international rejection of this new form of 
exploitation that violates on a massive scale 
peoples' human rights including, social, economic, 
cultural, environmental, political and democratic 
rights. 


Seattle showed that we are able to unite against 
this global project. Our challenge now is to 
continue our resistance, and deepen the debate 
amongst ourselves in order to articulate and 
promote common alternatives. 


In that regard, we need to improve our capacity 
for mobilization at a national and international 
level, and to strengthen international co- 
operation. 


We therefore appeal to all social movements, 
north and south, to fight for the cancellation of all 
debt of developing countries which in the 
judgement of civil society is illegitimate, immoral 
or unpayable; to end the IMF's structural 
adjustment policies in indebted nations; to call for 
a moratorium on any new negotiations that would 
increase the power and scope of the WTO, and to 
exclude from the jurisdiction of the WTO such 
issues aS peasant agriculture, social services, and 
intellectual property claims; and to impose 
controls and taxes on capital. 


We call on social movements to mobilize in large 
numbers and unite against globalisation wherever 
world leaders gather and meet. In particular we 
call on movements to focus on two main 
forthcoming events. First, on the UN General 
Assembly Social Summit Review in Geneva on 22 
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-25th June , 1999. On this occasion, we will 
assemble to organize the debate, discussion and 
articulation of our alternatives; and also to 
prepare for a mass mobilization in New York in 
September 5-6, 2000. This will be the Summit of 
World Leaders in New York, on the occasion of the 
UN's Millennium General Assembly on 6-9th 
September. Simultaneous’ actions. will be 
organized around the world. 


We also call for support for mobilization at the 
following events: 


Week of protest against debt and corporate 
globalisation in Washington 9-16th April, 2000, at 
the IMF and World Bank Spring Meetings. 


Meeting of the Asian Development Bank _ in 
Thailand, 6-7th May. 


The meeting of APEC 6-8th May 
The Beijing +5 Review in New York, 5-9 June 
The Africa- EU Summit in Cairo on 27th June. 


Demonstrations in the run-up to the G7 Global 
Summit, where there will be an_ international 
Jubilee 2000 conference and actions for debt 
cancellation; in particular demonstrations outside 
Japanese embassies over this period, as Japan is 
the chair of the G7 this year. 


Demonstrations in support of the anti-US bases 
campaign in Okinawa in the week of the G7 
Summit, 21-23 July , 2000. 


Demonstrations at the World Bank/IMF events in 
Prague 26-28" September. 


The Women's March in New York on 17th October, 
2000. ASEM People's Forum in Seoul, 17-19 
October. - The Dakar anti-debt African meeting, 
from 11th to 17th December, 2000 


Initial Signatories (to confirm by the end of 
February) 


International Networks and Organizations: 
Focus on the Global South 

International Sourth Group Network (ISGN) 
CADTM 

Servicio Paz y Justicia en America Latina 
Via Campesina 


National Networks and Organizations: 
Argentina: Dialogo Dos Mil 


Belgique: CADTM Belgique 

Brasil: ATTAC Brasil 

Canada : Ecumenical coalition for economic justice 
Cameroun : Service oecuménique pour la paix, 
Jubilee 2000 

Equador : CONAIE 

France: ATTAC France, CCCOMC, Confédération 
Paysanne 

Germany: WEED - World Economy, Ecology & 
Development Assoc. 

India: Inde Habitat international coalition, Youth 
for unity of voluntary action 

Indonesia: FSPI (Federation of Indonesian Peasant 
Unions) 

Japan: PARC 

Korea: KoPa (Korean People's Action against 
Investment Treaties and the WTO) 

Mauritius: COASAD 

Mexico : RMALC 

Nicaragua: Centro de Estudios Internacionales 
Norway: Youth Initiative Against WTO, PRESS- 
Save the Children Youth Norway 

Phillippines: PKMM, RCPD, IRDF 

Senegal: CONGAD, 

South Africa: AIDC 

Thailand: Assembly of the Poor, NGO Coordination 
Committee for Development 

UK: Jubilee 2000 Coalition, UK 

United States: 50 Years is Enough Network 


This list represents the first signatories that were 
present in the Bangkok meeting. If you want your 
organization to endorse the appeal please send: 
Organization name 

Contact name and email 

To planet@ras.eu.org 





Native Peoples' Rights: A Regional 
Seminar 


The movement for Indigenous Peoples' Rights 
progresses by means of Conventions drawn up at 
the UN level. But another important task resides 
in the transmission of information about the terms 
of these Conventions to citizen groups of the 
indigenous populations themselves. This 
educational endeavour brings valuable feedback 
from those most closely involved, at grassroots 
level, in the work of preservation of cultural 
diversity. 


Organised by the Tamaynut Association, in 
coordination with the International Labor 
Organisation (1.L.O.), a first regional seminar was 
held from January 21st to 24th in Morocco, to 
acquaint the participants with the results of 
Convention 169 on Indigenous Peoples' Rights. 


ps 


attac 


Besides personalities from North African 
associations of indigenous peoples, representing 
the Touareg population, the Tin Hanan Association 
of Burkina Faso, the Tidaoute Association in Niger 
and the Algerian Amazigh movement, 55 
associations for the Amazigh culture and 
development from all over Morocco attended the 
seminar. Arrangements were made for 
interpretation of the seminar's proceedings, which 
were marked by the first such use of the 
Tamazight language in the history of the Amazigh 
cultural movement. 


The first session was inaugurated by a precise 
report presented by the’ representative of the 
International Labor Organization, Mrs. Henriette 
Rassmussen, who is also a well-known activist for 
the rights of the Inuit population of Greenland. 
She analyzed the general policy set up by the 
Convention, which hinges on the principles of 
consultation and_ participation and on _ the 
preservation of the indigenous peoples' rights 
considering them as an_ international obligation 
that falls on governments. The indigenous 
peoples' rights include identity, language, culture, 
land, education, information, health insurance, 
etc. 


Then the President of the Tamaynut Association, 
Mr. Hassan Idbelkacem, presented a report about 
the development of international criteria for 
indigenous peoples' rights at the level of 
international law since the establishment of the 
International Labor Organization, the League of 
Nations, then the United Nations. These criteria 
have passed from the integration policy embodied 
in the Convention 107 of 1975 into the policy of 
preservation and protection § incorporated - as 
international criteria - in the Convention 169 on 
indigenous peoples' rights in the International 
Conference of Labor held in 1989. The speaker 
underlined in particular the efforts of the United 
Nations to promote the rights of indigenous 
peoples and the development of those efforts 
after the Vienna Declaration that recommended 
the adoption of new _— criteria for indigenous 
peoples, leading to the creation of two working 
groups by the Committee for Human Rights. The 
first group was set up to put the final touches to 
the final draft of the project of the International 
Declaration of Rights of Indigenous peoples in 
which associations of indigenous peoples and 
member states will take part. The second group 
was formed to study the possibility of creating 
and determining the role of a permanent body of 
indigenous peoples in the United Nations. Mr. 
Idbelkacem has also underlined the importance of 


the participation of Amazigh associations, led by 
Tamaynut Association, in these efforts since July 
1994. 


Subsequent reports focussed on articles II and VI 
which _ bind governments to preserve the 
indigenous peoples’ rights without discrimination 
on the basis of color, religion, race or origin, etc., 
and on the right of self-determination. Convention 
169 highlights a right of self-determination with 
an internal and not an external aspect, which falls 
in line with the policy of the Amazigh cultural 
movement in Morocco. This policy considers that 
an Amazigh people enjoying its rights fully does 
not prejudice the principle of national unity, it 
rather consolidates democracy and contributes to 
the national unity in a democratic environment. 


The history of the land policy in Morocco was 
traced , and the existence of Imazeghen laws for 
land ownership was affirmed. Foreign attempts to 
expropriate and uproot Imazeghen during the past 
periods of colonialism were noted. The speaker 
stressed that this policy was intensified during the 
period of French colonialism which confiscated the 
property of lands, forests, mines and water from 
Amazegh tribes. The national state deepened this 
land policy inherited from the French colonialism, 
eliminating the remaining structures that had 
existed until the independence. 


15- Mr. Mohamed Aidouch, in his keynote speech, 
talked about Intellectual Property of the Amazigh 
Population in North Africa. He recalled that the 
the Berne Convention was a starting point for 
establishing national laws of Intellectual Property, 
and touched upon the issue of introducing these 
laws in North Africa during colonization. Mr. 
Aidouch also mentioned the fact that the 
collective rights of authors or creators at the 
national and international level are not taken into 
consideration (Music of tribes for instance) in that 
the existing law only cares for the inventor as an 
individual. He called attention to Amazigh artists, 
producers and inventors who suffer from a 
blatant discrimination as to television and awards 
for invention and Music. 


Mr. Abdellah Hitous stressed the right to 
education, and the need to develop it in 
international charters. He pointed out the 
inequality in education that the Amazigh 
population suffers from, consisting in excluding 
their language " Tamazight " from being thought. 
This is a blatant discrimination against Amazigh as 
individuals and communities. 
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Before proceeding to deliberations, Saoudata Abou 
Bakrin, President of Ti Hanan Association from 
Burkina Faso, delivered a speech on_ the 
knowledge of peoples. 


On the third day of the Seminar, workshops and 
the means to achieve them were discussed. The 
experts attending the Seminar suggested the way 
to work and set the objectives of these 
workshops. They stressed the importance of 
exchanging viewpoints so as to draw benefit from 
Convention 169 on native peoples. 


21- About 90 participants took part in the 
Seminar. They were divided into the following 
workshops : 1- On rights to education and 
information 2- About earth and environment 3- 
The knowledge of native peoples and intellectual 
property 4- Women rights 5- The strategy to 
follow at the national and international levels. 


During the’ final session, reports and 
recommendations on the proceedings of the 
workshops were presented. Some additions were 
made. Here are the seminar's recommendations: 


We the participants in the Seminar on the 169 
Convention, jointly organized by the Tamaynut 
Association and the International Labor 
Organization, which took place on 21st-22nd- 
23rd-24th of January 2000, 


After thorough deliberations and exchange of 
viewpoints on the subjects presented, After 
examining the clauses of the 169 Convention 
stressing the abolition of discrimination, the 
establishment of equality and the insurance of 
individual and collective rights. 


Have recommended the following: 


First : Recommendations to the _ State 
Institutions: - Adopt and implement of the 169 
Convention with the view of abolishing all kinds of 
discrimination in the Moroccan society and of 


ensuring the rights of all without any 
discrimination, - Call upon _— constitutional 
recognition of the Tamazight as a language, 
identity and_ civilization . - Respect the 


participation and consultation rights and of the 
right to take part in the political and cultural life. - 
Call upon constitutional recognition of the civil 
rights of men and women and_ put an end to 
marginalization and exclusion of women and 
preserve their rights. - Abolish the laws and 
Decrees promulgated in 1914, 1915, 1916, 1919, 
by virtue of which the colonizer expropriated the 


Amazigh tribes from their forests and lands 
owned by them according to Imazighen customary 
laws and enable them to exploit, run and recover 
their land and natural resources from the State 
in conformity with the novel standards set forth by 
the 169 Convention. - Raise the awareness of the 
citizens to their rights in the fields of information 
and education and work towards translating the 
169 Convention into Tamazight. - Call upon the 
Moroccan government to immediately abolish the 
ministerial decree determining forest property, - 
Call upon the abolition of the memorandum issued 
by the Ministry of the Interior which obstructs 
the use of Amazigh names, put and end to the 
process of arabization of names of places and 
preserve the names of native places in 
Tamazight. : Recover lands owned by communities 
or individuals according to Amazigh customary 
laws, which were expropriated during the 
colonization or during the Independence or award 
them just compensation, - Respect the Amazigh 
customary laws and the communities and tribes 
customs in all the fields so long as they abide by 
the principles of human rights, Cease the 
deportation of indigenous peoples from their lands 
to other places except under dire circumstances 
and provided that they be consulted and justly 
compensated, - Preserve and protect the Amazigh 
heritage and allocate a budget to develop 
development, Adopt the International 
Convention on bio-diversity, : Cease the use of 
renewable energy with the view of preserving and 
exploiting natural resources : Implement the Earth 
Summit recommendations, held in Rio De Janeiro, 
Put an end to the trade in sea sand except when 
the population approves it or when this serves its 
good . 


Second : Recommendations to Amazigh 
Associations, Human Right Associations, Trade 
Unions, Civil society Associations and_ the Private 
Sector. 


- Set up a national working group the task of 
which is to defend the rights of the native 
population with respect to the property of 
exploiting their lands, - Open thorough and wide 
discussion on the 169 Convention, « Give 
importance to the native population issues on the 
national and _ international stage, Make the 
Convention known via the mass_ media, 
Cooperate with Amazigh Associations so as to put 
an end to all types of discrimination within the 
Moroccan society. 


It was a historic moment when Mrs. Henriette 
Rasmussen presented a symbolic masterpiece to 
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the President of Tamaynut Association, in her 
capacity of representative of the International 
Labor Organization and as a person belonging to 
the population of Inouite . All the people attending 
the seminar stood up as a sign of respect and 
recognition of her contribution to the native 
peoples during the period she worked in the 
International Labor Organization, and especially 
when she announced that this is her last official 
mission as a representative of the Organization 
before returning to her country, Denmark _ in 
March to pursue her efforts aiming at deepening 
the interaction between the native peoples and 
especially between Tainoute population and 
Imazighen. A news conference was held the next 
day at the head office of Tamaynut Association 
in which answers were given to all the questions 
of journalists. 


President of Tamaynut 
Association Hassan Idbelkacem. 


The Mobilization for Global J ustice 


On this issue of human freedom, if you assume 
that there's no hope, you guarantee there will be 
no hope. If you assume that there is an instinct 
for freedom, that there are opportunities to 
change things, that hope is possible, then hope 
may be justified, and a better world may be built. 
That's your choice. - 

Noam Chomsky 


On April 16 and 17, the highest-level architects of 
the global economy, including the IMF and World 
Bank, will come together for a meeting in 
Washington, DC. 


Experienced activists from dozens of organizations 
are now meeting regularly in Washington and 
have formed a coalition. Starting with a Jubilee 
2000/USA mobilization for debt cancellation the 


week of April 9, teach-ins, trainings, non-violent 
demonstrations, and lobbying opportunities will 
follow until April 16-17. 


The organizations working on the Mobilization for 
Global Justice locally, nationally, and 
internationally, many of whom played leading 
roles in organizing the Seattle demonstrations, 
include Direct Action Network, the Freedom from 
Debt Coalition (Philippines), PAPDA (Haiti), the 
Kenya Human Rights © Commission, the 
Metropolitan Washington Council of the AFL-CIO, 
Alliance for Global Justice, Global Exchange, 
Rainforest Action Network, and the 50 Years Is 
Enough Network. 


Demonstrations, reflecting the solidarity between 
the North and South, will demand an end to the 
devastation caused by World Bank and IMF 
programs in Africa, Asia, the Caribbean, and Latin 
America. Links between the IMF, the World Bank 
Group, the WTO, and multinational corporations 
and how they work to maximize private profits 
and limit the power of people in both the North 
and South to protect their environment, their 
economic destiny, and their human rights will be 
exposed. 


To stay informed about plans for the April 
mobilizations, check out the website” - 
www.al6.org - and join the e-mail listserv by 
sending a _ blank e-mail message to al6- 
international-planning-subscribe@egroups.com 

1. Groupe International - ATTAC Inter 

2. Adresses ATTAC: http://attac.org/fra/annu/ 
Adresses ATTAC Inter: 

attacint@attac.org Siége, Secrétariat international 
groupe-afrique@attac.org Groupe Afrique, ATTAC 
Inter 














